
These 5 Lincoln Wheat Pennies Could Be Worth 

Thousands in 2026 and Collectors Are Still Hunting 

for Them 
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Lincoln Wheat Pennies may look like ordinary old coins, but in 2026, some of them 

are worth more than a brand-new car. That’s the part that keeps collectors hooked. A 

penny once tossed into a cash register or forgotten in a kitchen drawer can now sell 

for thousands — sometimes even hundreds of thousands depending on the date, 

mint mark, and condition. 

The Lincoln Wheat Penny first appeared in 1909 to honor Abraham Lincoln’s 100th 

birthday. Designed by Victor David Brenner, the coin featured Lincoln’s portrait on 

the front and two wheat stalks on the reverse. The design stayed in circulation until 

1958, and over the decades, a few rare varieties quietly became legends in the coin-

collecting world. 

Even now, collectors across the U.S. are still searching through old jars, estate 

collections, and bank rolls hoping to uncover one of these hidden gems. 

Why Certain Wheat Pennies Are Worth So Much 

Not every Wheat Penny is valuable. In fact, most are worth only a few cents to a few 

dollars. But rarity changes everything. 

Some coins had extremely low production numbers. Others were struck with minting 

mistakes that slipped into circulation before the U.S. Mint noticed. Add historical 

significance and collector demand into the mix, and suddenly a one-cent coin 

becomes a serious investment piece. 

The U.S. Mint still provides historical coin information through its official website at 

while collectors often verify rare coins using grading services 

Here are five Lincoln Wheat Pennies that continue dominating collector 

conversations in 2026. 
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